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ST PATRICK ' S 

n 

Thank you, St. Patrick's! 
By Thanksgiving Day 

members of Saint Patrick rs 
Parish had asserobl ed. arrl 
delivered 130 food baskets 
to needy families in the 
01ampaign-U:rbana an::l Saint 
Joseph--Ogden area. n'lhank 
you, am God bless you! n 
rang in the ears of volun
teers who delivered them. 

"eir.l:ers of tre St. Vincent de i>au 1 Society 
assenbie Tranksgiving dinners: Ellen 
�ca,an, Bernaciette Hughes, Sophia Zeigler, 

ar.d ?au l H1:ghes . 

Sc:iMa Zeig ;er 

and Dave TI-atan 
check supplie; 

in tre St. Vir.cent 
de Paul Society's 

fcxxl pantry at 
St. Patrick's. 

For many, this was their 
first 'lhanksgivirg dinner. 
On the menu were a bald.rig 
hen, stuffirg, cranberry 
sauce, sweet potatoes, 
vegetables, canned soup, 
fruit, peanut butter, 
pumpkin pie, carrly bars, 
tea, arrl :rolls-arrl a big 
dollop of care-all of 
which YOO provided. 

Members of the Saint 
Vincent de Paul Society add 
their thanks to those of 
the families who received 
such tan;ible evidence of 
your generosity: n'lhank 
you, arrl God bless you! n 

December 1988 

Adult Literacy 
Tutoring Offered 

Volunteer tutors and 
students gather twice a 
week in a classroom at 
Saint Patrick's for adult
literacy tutoring. Both 
tutors and students 
appreciate the quiet, 
canfortable, arrl convenient 
location-far superior to 
the log shared by Mark 
Hopkins arrl his students in 
the lorq ago arrl far away 
world of nineteenth-century 
America. '!hey are grateful 
to all who have promoted 
the cause of adult-literacy 
tutorirg in our parish, 
particularly our staff ard 
the Social Action COmmi.ttee. 

If you are interested in 
becoming a volunteer tutor 
or know of someone who may 
want to be tutored, please 
contact GWen Koehler, 893-
1318. 

St. Patrick's In Focus is publ I shed on 
the last weekend of each month in 
Urbana, Illinois. News items and 
Information may be submitted for the 
next issue by the 15th day of the 
month. Please leave your items in the 
COIIIIU'lications Canmittee mail bin in 
the parf sh center, or call Mary Lou 
Menches, 344·1125/244-4701. Written 
material should include the name and 
phone nurber of the writer. 
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Nicholas 
The Good 
Nicholas was chosen 

bishop by the people of 
Myra because he was a good
am generous person. And 
when he became bishop, 
Nicholas gave away all his 
wealth to the poor people 
of Myra-all except three 
bags of gold that an argel 
told hlln to hide umer his 
bed. 

One Deo?rnher Nicholas 
dreamed of a poor pawnbro
ker whose three daughters 
wculd be sold into slave.cy 
to pay for the pawnbroker's 
debts. 'lllat night Nicholas 
slipped through. the quiet 
streets cari:yirq three bags 
of gold. He dropped them 
down the c:hbr1e.y of the 
pawnbroker's shop. 

'!he girls were joyollS. 
'!he pawnbroker was thank
ful. Am the argel 5Zllil.ed. 
Nicholas didn •t have a 
cent, but he was now richer 
than he had ever been 
before. 

- R.B.W., :frcm At Hane
with the Word, 1989
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The Immaculate Conception � 
ofMary 

Sin means separation 
ftcm God. We believe that 
Macy was not separated from 
God even f:ran her concep
tion in her mother's womb. 
On this Advent feast of 
Mary, her 11yes11 urxioes 
Eve's "no. " MaJ:Y is our 
new Eve, the mother of the 
livin;J God in the person of 
Jesus. 

SUrely it is no accident 
that this feast is celebra
ted duri.n;J Advent, a 
time of hope ar:d joyful 
waitin;. Since the angel's 
message am Maey' s response 
perfectly match the � 
tancy of Advent, might this 
be a time to renew our 
relationship with her? 

We celebrate the work
in;s of God's grace in 
Macy, prcclaiJned patroness 
of the United States in 
1854 by Pope Pius IX, by 
gatberm:J for EUcharist. 
At st. Patrick I s mass is 
celebrated at 5: 15 p.m. on 
Wednesday and at 7:oo a.m., 
12:10 p.m., and 5:15 p.m. 
on 'lhursda.y, Cecembe.r a.

Sympathy==== 
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Hr. Ta Nguyen and 

family and to Vietnamese Catholics on the loss of their 
be)oved brother/champlain, the Reverend John Thua Phuc 
Nguyen. Father John, who was 56, died in an automobile 
accident in Wyoming, Illinois, an the afternoon of November 
9, 1988. A dedicated and humble priest, Father John had 
served the Vietna�esa Catholics in the Peoria diocese as 
chaplain and Saint Dominic Church in Wyoming and Saint John 
Mission in Toulon as pastor. His death is a great loss to 
the Vietnamese Catholics and to all of us. 
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What Shall We 

Give To The Lord? 

Recently, nenbe,:-s of our 
parish were inb:cd1ced to a 
new arx1 excitin; concept in 
financial support-support 
of our parish arx1 fulfill
ment of charitable obliga
tions. It is called 
"sacrificial givlll3'. " It 
was iutrniuo-ri first to a 
rarx:km selection of parish
ionei:s at a specdal meet.in; 
at the church on Friday 
eveni.n;, Noveucer 11, arx1 
was followed up with 
further presentations at 
the weekend masses. '!he 
presentations were made by 
:Rti.l arx1 Marilyn Ontivero 
of st. Marceline parish in 
Schaumbel:g, a husband.-am
wife team who are them
selves dedicated to this 
manner of givin;. 

At first blush, "sacrif
icial givin;J" may seem no 
mre than just another push 
for money or a rehash of 
the age-old system of 
tith:irg-a practice men
tioned, we are told, 42 
times in the Bil,le. But 
listenin;J to Rtl1. arx1 Jane 
made it clear there is nx:,re 
to "sacrificial givin;J" 
than that. '!he difference 
is in the emphasis. 
Sacrificial giVlll3' is nx:>re 
than just a device for 
raising money to meet 
parish needs or the needs 
of sane charitable 
organizatia1. 

Sacrificial giV'lDl bas 
less to do with the needs 
of a parish or of God's 
needs than it dces with our 
own. Plain arx1 sinple, it 
means giVlD3 back to God a 
portion of all that he has 
given so generously to each 
of us. '!here are four key 

(Caltinued m next page) 

Parishioner's Reflection ... 

As Christmas draws near, I wish you all a holiday season 
full of blessings! How I love the Christmas holidays! 
Your love, kindness, and friendship mean so much to me at 
this festive time of year. This is an opportunity to touch 
you and others in •Y life again. 

Have you ever been away for years from your family? Think 
how you would love to have at least one immediate family 
member with you. As a refugee, I do not even have an 
immediate family member in this country. But I thank God 
who has given me another family Mith many brothers and 
sisters. I have found myself being accepted by, and being 
a part of this family. This family is Saint Patrick's 
community, and you are my broth•rs and sisters. These 
brothers and sisters are special ones, ones bound to �e by 
the ties of the Spirit, and so much stronger is that bond. 
This community is a community of love and support, and I am 
grateful for being a part of it! Thank you also for all 
the support that you have given.■e through your prayers and 
help. 

Hay we all continue to grow in Jesus' blessings and love! 
ttERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Vincent Bui 

CaltribJtiais to this co lum 
are �lcaie. All 111.lSt i:e signal, 
bJt ,mes IMY i:e witlteld a, re<;uest. 



�t Sh!l11 :ie 3ive ... (cm'c!.) 

points to this plan of 
givin;J: 

1. we give back to the
Im:d a share of what he has 
given us. 

2. What we give should
be a sacrifice, net just 
whatever we happen to have 
left aver after pay:in:J for 
eweyt:hin;J else incl.1.mrq 
our "good times." We pit 
our obligation to God 
first. 

3. As is custanary, we
wrap our gift--in our 
dnm:h envelopes. 

4. Tithing is the
measw:e of what we should 
be givi.n:J-10% of our gross 
incone;, Five percent of 
that anomt is retuxned to 
the lord through our giv:in:J 
to our parish. 'Dle other 
five percent is our c:::cn
tribution to the world's 
poor: special diocesan 
collections, our personal 
charities, mission appeals, 
even tuition for catholic 
education. 

But the key idea in 
sacrificial giv:in:J is not 
so nuch ha-t we help do the 
Lord• s 'WOrk, althctlgh what 
we give will imeed help. 
But God will manage sanehow 
even if we never give a 
dime to his work here on 
earth. Rather, it is we 
ourselves 'Who are the great 
beneficiaries fran our own 
sacrificial giv:in:J, for God 
is never outdone in genero
sity. 'lhose who at:t:eo:led 
the special meetin;J beai:d 
dramatic evidences of this 
in the testim:my of others. 
'Ihin;s ray or may net "go 
better with Coke, 11 but life 
definitely does go better 
when we ha:cmonize our own 
wills with tile. will of God. 
'!hat IS a pranise. His 
pi:anise. Part of that 
harmony is in giving 
cheerfully the tithe God 
has asked of us again arxi 
again in scripture. 

St. Patrick's Staff 

. . .. --

Above: J. � Mm, Oeaco,; Fr. Paul Kinder, retired, assisting; Fr. George RE'-T.1, Paster:
Sr. Cl-ar lsie Cesario, Pastoral Asso:iate

Below: Leslie Risatti, Secretary; �otn PescitelH, ;.\Jsic Director; Carol'yn YcE'.rath. )'rec-:cr of
ReligiQlS E'dlcatiin; Oscar Kocher, Qistcxiian; G!nie Gr.?dy, Business ()peratiCllS Assistant

Some Advent Notables 

Dorothy Day died on 
November 29, 1980, as 
Advent was begimlirr;J. on 
November 30 we xenexber the 
apostle Andrew, who an
nounced with joy ''We have 
fourn the Messiah!" Maura 
Clarke, Ita Ford, llx'othy 
Kazel, an:i Jean Donovan 
were killed in El Salvador 
on December 2, 1980. 

on December 12 we 
observe the feast of OUr 
Iady of GUadalupe, patro
ness of the Americas, who 
appeared to the Mexican 
In:lian JUan Diego an:i left 
him with a picture of 
herself on his cloak
pregnant, as an Irxli.an 
herself, shinirg like the 
sun am 1IDll'l together. 

'!be first day of Cllrist
mas, DecPrnber 26, is the 
feast of the first martyr, 
stephen. A celebration of 
marty:rdcm? Rather, a day 
specially dedicated to 
charity, since stephen was 
a deacon who distributed 
the wealth of the CllUrc:b. 

on the Fifth oay of 
Clll:istmas, Dec::ernbPr 30, we 
celebrate the feast of the 
Holy Family, :narvel:in:J at 
the ordinariness of it all
-God takes up residence in 
a human fami ly!--and 
rememberin3' that there is 
holiness in the o:rdinal:y. 
Ard on the last day of the

year we remember Sylvester 
I, pope, who died in 335. 
Did ycu know that IIDSt 
Europeans call New Year's 
Eve "Sylvester's Night"? 
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Parish Council News 

At its meeting on Nov. 
17, the Par i sh Counci 1 
received Lucille and Oscar 
Koc her' s r eport on the 
Cell a r-t o-Garr e t  Sa le, 
which netted ·$5207 .15 this 

year. On behalf of the 
parish Fr. Remm gratefully 
accepted a check for half 
the proceeds, $2603.57. 

Lucille expressed ap
pre cia t i on for the help 

p a rishion e rs offered in 
setting up for the sale and 
cleaning up promptly after

ward, as well as for their 
support in assisting brow

sers and buyers. 
As postscript to the 

Coun ci l/C om m ittee/Staff 
Workshop on setting objec
tives, members received 
s o m e  g u i d a n c e a n d 
clarification for complet
i ng w orksh eets in com

mittee. Com111i ttee objec
tives related to goals set 
last year are due Jan. 6. 

Committees were also 
reminded that proposals for 

new programs, major changes 
in existi ng programs, or 
discontinuation of existing 
programs must be submitted 

to the Council's executive 
committee by Dec. 6. 

In other action, Council 

m e m bers agreed to move 
their annual holiday pot-

1 uck and pr a y er sei-vice 
from Advent to Jan. 6. 

The next Parish Council 

111eet ing w i 11 be h eld on 
Dec. 15. All parishioners 

are welcome to attend these 
open parish meetings. 

-MISSING SOMETHING?--

Yes, the "people page" 
is missing from this issue 
of In Focus. Our source 
f o r inf o r matio n ab out 

people moving in and out of 
the parish, parish secre
tary Leslie Risatti, is put 
to some extra trouble to 
get rea dy for In Focus by 
mid-month. Because hei
other customers prefer that 
these lists i nclude such 
activity through the entire 
month, Les Ii e must often 
compile this i nformation 
twice. 

�ow. we are reluctant to 

ask oth ers to "trip the 
light fantastic" to meet a 
deadline that comes around 
ea ch and e very month at 
just about the same time. 
So we wi 11 omit this fea
ture in the December issue 
�nd p ick it up a ga i n  in 
Jan uary, inclu ding all 
names available to us at 
that time. So watch for 
the "people page" in the 
January issue! 

--The Communications 
Committee 
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SUN 

q 
f.Htam Li:hPa:ry 
s:ooa Bible s1udy 
s:ooa Child. class
10:t5a Child. lit. 
ii:OOa Child.class 
&iJOp Adult educ.

11 
9:00a Bible study
9:0oa Child.class 
S:30a RCIA, 

Bl'eaJ<in� open
tlle Wo:r 

t01i5a Child. lit.
U:OOa Child.class 
s:30p Adult educ. 

18 
8-U am lih:ra:ry 
s:ooa Bi.!,le study
9:00a Child.class 
9:30a B:reakintl open Wol'd, R A
t0:t5a Child, Lit. 
ii:OOa Child.class 
&:30p Adult educ. 

25 
CHRISTMAS DAY! 
MERRY 

CHRISTMAS!
Mass at 7:30am, 
t0:30arn, i2i00pm
(no mass at ·9amJ 

l<EY 

MON 

5 
10:ooa LOVE
7:00p GROb.l 
7:30p LOVE 
7:30p Wo:rship 1-
P:rager Com.mtg.

7:30p Education 
Com. meeting 

12 
t0:30a LOVE
7:00p GROb.l 
7:30p LOVE 
7:3Qp Social Act. 

Com. mtg.

19 
t0:30a LOVE 
7:00p GROW 
7:30p LOVE 
7:30p Communal

Reconciliation, 
St. Matthew's 

26 
omcE CLOSED 

A-,-1c1 A_,.icana, Chaoipaign
Aa,.,./U1 A,,i.,.icana, Ur-b�a 

1988 

TUE ldED THU 

f 
10:Joa SCl'iPtul'e

Stud@ trnOp GRO 
6:30p Choi:r 
7:30p Pel'sotinel

Com. mtg.

6 7 8 
1:3op Rosa:ry at 5U5p Mass IMMACULATE 

CCNH 7:00p SVOP CONCEPTION OF
7100p Child:ren's 7:0Qp Communic. MARY 

fil'st Com. mtg. Mass at 7:00pm, 
Reconciliation 7:oop GROW 12:10pm, 5:t5pm

CelehHtion 7:00p Choil' t0:30a Swiptul'e 
7:30p RCIR, 6:30p Cboil' 

Catechumenate 7pm Bapt ism Pl'e, 

13 111 15 
l!30p Ro sary at tpm MM Bandage t0:30a SCl'iJ:tuH 

CCNH l'OlliJ stu y 
7:0Qp Revenue 7:00p SVD 1:00p GROW 

Com. mt!J. 7:00p Building &- 6:3Qp Choil' 
CJ-ounds Com.mtg. 7:30p Pil'ish 
7:00p GROW Council meeting 
7:00p Choi:r 
7:3Qp RCIR, Cate. 

20 21 22 
1 :30p Rosal'y at 7:00p SVDP 10:30a Scl'iJ:tul'e

CCNH 7:00p GROLIJ stu y 
7130p Communal 7:00p Ch oil' 1:00p CROW 
Reconciliilltion, 7:30p RCIR, IJ•Spm Individual 
St. Patl'ick' s lnqui:ry Reconciliation 

7:30p Communal 6:30p Choi:r 
Reconcil iation, 7:30p Knigh�ol 
Holy C:ross Columbus

27 28 29 
t:30p Rosal'y at 7:00p SVDP 10:3oa Scl'!i':tu:re

CCNH 7:00p GROl\l stu y 
7:30p litul'!JY 1:oop GROlrJ 

Plann1nf 

LNLPI Lay Nini■tt"y L-d-ship Pt"OCJt"AOI
NN1 M•dical Ni■■ion■ 

CCNH1 Champaign Cotulty Nut"■in9 Hom• SVOP1 st. Vincent d• Paul 

St. Patl'ick' s Pal'isl1, U�hat1a 

t ••••••• w ••••••••••• 
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FRI SAT 

2 3 
tO!IISa Mass at

CCNH 
7: OOp Ret:reat at 

Ou:r Lady oi
the Lake, 
Mahomet 

9 10 
to:Joa Mass at 10:ooa RCIA. 

R�al F0ntana Catechumenate 
t0:14 a Mass at {makeup session)

CCNH 

16 17 
t0:30a Mass at 10:ooa RCIA, 

Ul'hana Catechumenate 
Nul'singHome 

1Q:145a Mass at 
(makeup session!

CCNH 

23 21.J 
10:11Sa Mass at 

CCNH 
CHRISTMAS EVE

IJ-5pm Ind ividual Mass at 11:00
31
m, 

Reconciliation 6:30pm, io: Dpm
7-8:30p Ind ividual 

Reconciliation 

30 31 
to:11sa Mass at 

CCNH 
NEW YEAR'S EVB
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Mass at 5:00pm 


