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Opportunity knocked for graduate student 

S 
orne years ago as an impoverished 
grad student, I literally counted ev­
ery penny I earned and spent. Even­

tually I managed to save three dollars, and 
then a sporting goods store advertised a sale 
on tennis balls: a can of three balls for $1.50. 

I loved to play tennis, and the idea of 
having two cans of new balls was a treat I 
couldn't resist. I jumped on my old three­
speed bicycle (it had only one gear that 
worked) and peddled four miles to the store 
on an unusually warm spring morning. 

Just before I arrived at the store, I passed 
an elderly man leaning against a bus stop 
sign. By now the day had grown hot, and 
something inside me said I should speak to 
him. I cycled back to the bus stop and asked 
him if he was well. He seemed very frail, 
but he assured me he was fine; he was just 
waiting for the bus. I asked him if he'd like 
something to drink. He smiled and weakly 
said yes. A fast-food restaurant was at the 
corner, so I bought him a soda. The man 
gulped his drink in seconds, thanked me, and 
resumed his position at the bus stop. 

Catholic evangelization 

I felt there was nothing more I could do, 
so I went on to the sporting goods store. With 
my reduced capital I could purchase only 
one can of tennis balls. I returned home by 
way of the bus stop to check on the elderly 
man, but he wasn't there. I never saw him 
again. 

For some time it was a puzzlement to 
me why I, several miles away with my three­
dollar bankroll, was lo be the one to minis­
ter to that elderly man's needs. Certainly 
hundreds of vehicles had passed the bus stop 
before I arrived, and many of its occupants 
could have afforded a soda-or more. But 
on that warm spring morning it was my mis­
sion and my lesson. 

I learned that day about sharing God's 
Jove with others. The small things-the act 
of kindness, the cup of cool water (or a 
soda)-can be just as significant as polished 
words or a generous monetary gift. While 
the disciples searched for 200 denarii to feed 
the 5000 people who had gathered to hear 
Jesus, it was the gift offive small loaves and 
two fish that Jesus blessed and multiplied. 

Sr. Charlene Cesario 
(Please see article below) 

God does not require us to do great deeds. 
God only expects us to do what we can with 
the resources given us. 

My encounter with the elderly man on 
that hot day occurred more than 20 years 
ago, and yet I remember it as though it had 
happened today. What I don't recall is play­
ing tennis with my new tennis balls. 

"Preparing for the third millennium" 
' ' There is no true evangelization if the 

name, the leaching, the life, the prom­
ises, the Kingdom and the mystery of 

Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God are not 
proclaimed." (On Evangetization in the 
Modem World, 22) 

On October 26, the Diocese of Peoria 
held its Evangelization Congress at the Notre 
Dame High School Auditorium in Peoria. 
Lenore Nagele, coordinator of Evangeliza­
tion, Deacon Bill and Jane McClellan and 
Dorothy Maduzia attended this all-day ses-

sion, which in many ways reiterated the 
goals and plan elicited by the Paulist Na­
tional Evangelization Institute in Washing­
ton, D.C. Sr. Charlene, Parish Evangeliza­
tion Director, is shown above reading over 
the material. 

"Preparing for the Third Millennium" 
was the title of the Congress and the pre­
senters were Mr. Thomas Curran and Dea­
con Greg Serangeli. The presenters were 
introduced by Fr. Mark Williams, Director 
of the Diocesan Office of Evangelization. 

Lenore, Bill and Jane and Dorothy especially 
valued what Tom Curran shared about his 
experience with a parish in Manchester, New 
Hampshire. Some of those insights were: 

I. Realizing we are all called by God to
be missionaries from the parish. Missionar­
ies in the sense we not only proclaim God's 
Word but also, and maybe more importantly, 
we live as Jesus taught us to live. Jesus' 
whole life is a model for us . 

2. The elderly are key to the tradition in
(Continued on page 4} 
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Evange1iz.ation update ........ 
a service of the Paulist National Catholic Evangelization Association 

Evangelization and Renewal: 
Vatican II and Today 
by Fr. Robert S. Rivers, CSP 

At a recent lunch with a classmale from 
seminary, the two of us found ourselves 
reminiscing about the powerful impact of 
the Second Vatican Council on our 
prieslhood. Our first year of seminary at 
the North American College in Rome 
coincided with the last year of the 
Council-1965. Looking back now, we 
can see 1hat our whole lives as priests 
over these past twenty-five years, 
everything we have tried 10 do, has been 
focused on lhe renewal of the church 
called for by the Second Vatican Council. 

Cardinal Yves Congar, OP. one of the 
greal Cot.:ncil theologians. says 1hat the 
Second Va1ican Couflcil was a major 
reform Council in the life of the church, 
and that the implemen1ation of such a 
reform requires a minimum of fifty years. 
It also requires hard work, patience, 
perseverance, and trust in the Holy Spirit. 
I commen1ed that I lhink we are still very 
much in lhe middle of our efforts 10 carry 
on this renewal. My classmate agreed. 

Evangelization is part of this ongoing 
renewal. Most importantly, in order 10 be 
effective. evangelization must follow, and 
be based on, the program of renewal 
already laid out for us by the Council. 
A renewed liturgy, a vital Jay ministry, 
shared decision-making, RCIA, and 
ongoing adult formation-it is hard to 
envision an evangelization program 
without these pivotal elements of 
Vatican II renewal. 

I have been pastor at two different 
parishes over the past fifteen years, and I 
know how difficult it is to implement 
effectively any one of these renewal 
areas. Each has required conversion to a 
new way of thinking about ourselves as 
church. There can be no renewed liturgy 
without a conversion to communal 

prayer; no vital lay ministry without a 
new awareness of what baptism really 
means in our lives; no genuine 
participation in the ministry without 
sharing power. 

Conversion is at the heart of evange­
lization as well. We Catholics are being 
asked to look at ourselves differently 
-to change our auitudes and our
behaviors, and lo become willing to
share our riches with lhe world.

The title of the US bishops' document 
on evangelization, Go and Make 
Disciples, is very significant. 
Discipleship is about ongoing learning. 
The Greek and Latin root word for 
"disciple" means "to learn." Learning 
requires openness. a willingness to try 
new things, and a humility that knows 
success will not come easily. 

Dtscipleship, then, calls for a willing­
ness to change. With reform, of course, 
comes major change, and a pastor com­
mitted to renewal is an agent of change. 
What is it about change that makes it so 
painful? What I found most painful was 
being vulnerable to criticism. When we 
change things, inevitably we don't get 
them right the first time, often not even 
the second time. Critics are not shy 
about pointing out the problems. 

This difficult situation requires courage 
to stay the course, patience to work 
through the problems, and trust that this 
new way of doing things will eventually 
bear fruit. Above all, it requires trust in 
the Holy Spirit. But in the meantime, 
one suffers the criticism. This is a form 
of suffering that goes along with 
discipleship. It is part of our ongoing 
conversion and we ought to expect it; 
but it doesn't make it any easier. 

Parishes that have already gone through 
these difficult conversion experiences are 
better prepared for more of the same. 
Surely evangelization calls us to change 
the very way we function as a Catholic 
parish. The New Testament tenn disciple 
implies a willingness to undergo the 
suffering that comes with change. I want 
lo suggest that this openness to change 
and willingness to learn are fundamental 
virtues in the ongoing conversion to 
which the Second Vatican Council calls 
us. They will also serve us well as we 
take on the major task of becoming an 
evangelizing church. 

As we were finishing our lunch together, 
my classmate reminded me of the words 
of Cardinal John Henry Newman, a 
farsighted prophet who, al Vatican I, 
anticipated what would eventually 
happen in Vatican II. He said, "In the 
higher world it is otherwise; but here 
below to live is to change, and to be 
perfect is to have changed often." 

About the author 

Fr. Robert Rivers, CSP, is director of 
Diocesan and Parish Services for the 
Paulist National Catholic 
Evangelization Association in 
Washington, D.C. 

This article originally was published in 
the March/April 1995 issue of 
Evangelization Update, a bimonthly 
newsletter published by the Paulist 
National Catholic Evangelization 
Association. PNCEA gives permission to 
the purchaser to reproduce this article. 
Permission is not transferable to any 
other person. parish, or institution. 
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Welcome to new parishioners: Cathy 
Corley, Susan Diener, Margaret Durry, 
Bryan and Tricia Manning, Lavina 
Noronha, Bridgette Pierson. 

Farewell to these parishioners, who 
have moved from C-U: Steve Jent, 
Elizabeth Palmateer. 

We welcome the following recently 
baptized into our faith community: 
Emily E. Alameda, Matthew D. Raab, 
Claire N. Young, and Ryan M. Allen. 

Congratulations to the following 
couples recently married at St. 
Patrick's: Robert J. Harrington and 
Mary K. Skorupa, Mark D. Pomatto and 
Teresa M. Brennan, Juan A. Gonzalez 
and Rachel E. Corr, Steve Anh Phi Vu 
and Mary Thuan Thi Nguyen, Michael 
H. Curletti and Angela J. Craddock, Mark
R. Goudschael and Amy L. McDade.

Please pray for parishioner Michael J. 
Breen, deceased. 

IInFocusC-1 
S� l'lllrick'a In /vau Is published on the 1»1 wtekend or the monlh 

In Urbana. llllnoiJ. News 11,:ms and infom11tion may he submiucd by 
mld-monlh for lhc nut wuc. Writl<:n m11<:rials must Include lhc name 
and 1<:lephonc number of lhc wril<:r. 

P1easc leave news hems in. the Communicatioru Commiuec mail 
bin In lhe parisha,nlU.orC.111 a committee member. All submwlonsare 
subject to review and/oredilini by lhccommittec. By-lincl are scnc�lly 
omltltd. 

EDITORIAL BOARD 
Mary Lee Brady, 344-3752 
Mary Lou Mcnchcs.344-1125 or 24-1-1701 (mm,nchcJlituiuc.cdu) 

Calhy Saliu, 367-7861 (c-aaliulotuiuc.,du) 

Kalhlrioc Scluadcr, :l44-S99S 
Carol Sctu.pra, 384-2060 (cJChn:pflotswdcnts.uiuc.<du) 
Pew Wbclan. 367-31568 (m•whdanlotud.cso.uiuc.<du). 

Auadata: loan App,:non, Carol Bosley, Mary Fonoct. Julie 
llennan. Bar� Hlgina, Dorolhy Maduzia. L«i and Tom McDonoosh, 
Oristy Nowak. Morly Perry. Carole R,:bcii. 1-t,clllc Salil:L 

Arlld .. and lnla.,....llan far lhb blue ,..,.. amlrlbutcd by: 
Dorothy MaduziL LAlri McDonou,h. Mary Lou Menches, Lallo Risatti. 
Cathy Salil:a, Nancy Stecnn11n. This Issue was pa'cd by Julie Herm11n. 

In Focus December 1996 

Holv Cross Newsline 

St. Patrick's students earn honors 

T 
he month of November began at 
Holy Cross School with an all­
school mass on All Saints Day. Re• 

port cards were sent home on the fourth, with 
Parent/Teacher Conferences held on the sev­
enth and eighth. The annual book fair took 
place from the seventh through the twelfth. 

Honors for the first quarter at Holy Cross 
School included the following St. Patrick's 
parishioners: 

5th grade Lauren Bohn 
Tim Larsen 
Brian Melander 
Chris Ruedi 
Katie Thompson 
Nick Timpone 
RossVimr 

6th grade Stephanie Coverstone 
Felicia Milewski 

7th grade 

8th grade 

Nathan Bohn 
Flannery Ellis 
Michael Larsen 
Doug Main 
Emily Millsap 
Emily Kacich 
Theresa Lawrence 
Lori Randolph 
Jacob Thompson 

Sister Kathleen asked families to sup­
port her project to get statues of the Holy 
Family into all classrooms. The estimated 
cost of these statues is $50 each. 

On November 26, Holy Cross School 
will host a luncheon for Grandparents and 
Special Friends, followed by mass at I: 15 
p.m.

Archives Committee seeks assistance 

T
he Archives Committee, busy prepar­
ing a history of the first 100 years of 
St. Patrick's Parish, needs your help. 

Nancy Steerman, gathering information 
about the education and social life of parish 
teens, came across mention of two groups 
for teens of St. Patrick's and seeks infonna­
tion about their activities, membership, remi­
niscences, and the like. 

The following notice appeared in a 1964 
Sunday bulletin: "A hearty welcome to the 
new students who have just moved into our 
parish! Did you know that this parish has a 
very active CYO group? Please watch the 
bulletin board in the back of the church for 
a list of events planned for the near future.'' 

And in November 1967 this announce-

ment appeared: "Have all of you young teens 
joined the ST. JUDE IMPOSSIBLES yet? 
Why not, come and join the fun, those who 
have been down have enjoyed themselves. 
Don't believe us though, ask the ones who 
belong to St. Jude's Impossibles and let them 
tell you if they enjoy themselves or not." 

"St. Jude may be more impossible than 
he realizes!" Nancy said. "I will personally 
take to lunch the first person who can give 
me infonnation about one or both of these 
groups!" 

If you have infonnation or anecdotes to 
share about the CYO or St. Jude's 
Impossibles, call Nancy Steerman (328-
1217) and make her day! You may even be 
the winner of a free lunch! 

A reflection on grief . . .

We seem to give our loved ones back to 

you, Lord. 

You gave them to us. Bw just as yoit did 

not lose them in the giving, neither do we 

lose them in the return. 

You don't give life in the way that the 

world gives life-when you give life, you 

don't take it away. You have shown us that if 

we believe in you-we will live forever. 

Life is eternal, Lord, and your love is 

undying. And death is only a horizon. And a 

horizon is nothing but the limits of our sight. 

Lift us up strong, God, that we may see 

fanher. Cleanse our eyes that we may see 

more clearly. Draw us closer to yourself, that 

we may find ourselves closer to our loved 

ones who are with you. 

And while you prepare a place for them, 

prepare us also for that happy place where 

you are and where we hope to be . . .  for­

ever. Amen. 
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Parishioners share thoughts from Evangelization Congress 
(Continued from page 1) 

the church. The elderly have the wisdom. 
We should make sure our children have con­
tact with the older generation in order to get 
in touch with that tradition on a personal 
level. 

3. Prayer learns can make a significant
contribution to parish life and evangeliza­
tion. Teams would consist of two people 
cnch who would be trained to pray with oth­
ers who might feel the need for prayer on a 
personal level, for example, directly after 
Mass. 

Jane and Bill also offered this thought 
on the Congress: "The main presentations 
of Tom Curran and Deacon Greg Serangeli 
certainly challenged us to the need for daily 
conversion in our lives. Conversion is not a 
one-time event, but a continuous process lo 
which we open ourselves on a daily basis." 
And Dorothy's favorite line from the Con­
gress was "It takes reflection to give power 

to action." 
The Congress called us to Reco11cilia­

tio11 a11d Conversion. Forgiving ourselves 
and others for failures to do the Christlike 
thing in our relationships, thus allowing us 
to experience a conversion to the mind and 
heart of Christ. For instance, what would 
Christ do or want me to do in this situation? 
Where does this take me? 

The Congress stressed the Primacy of 
the Eucharist in Catholic worship. Knowl­
edge of what the Eucharist means in our life 
is important, but again we arc asked lo be 
open to what Eucharist can do in our lives 
so that once again we may have a conver­
sion experience of the influence of Jesus 
Christ in our lives. 

The Power of Prayer in our lives. W hy 
does it matter? It matters because that is how 
we grow ever closer to God. Prayer is a con­
versation with God. A time to spend with 
God as a friend. If we don't take the time to 

listen and be open to God, how can God ever 
enter into dialogue with us? 

Once we attend lo these very personal 
themes we can begin to think about being 
an Evangelizing Parish, we can begin to 
think about Going Forth which were the last 
two themes covered. In other words-Evan• 
gclization begins with "us." First, individu­
ally and then, collectively. 

Elsewhere in "In-Focus" you will find 
"Evangclization update" which is included 
here to help foster our fonnation as an Evan­
gelizing Parish. Please be conscientious in 
reading "Evangclization update" regularly 
it will help bring more clearly into focus the 
overall process of Evangelization 2000. 

Lenore Nagele, Evangelization Coordi-
11ator; will have office hours at the Parish 
Celller 011 Tuesday, Wednesday a11d Thurs­
day and can be reached by phoning the Par­
ish Office, 367-2665. 

Advent a time to prepare for the arrival of the light 

M
ost of us look forward to Christ 
mas, a season of the beauty, the 
glory and the light of the Birth of 

Our Lord and Savior, Jesus. 
But we arc not able to walk straight into 

such a blaze of glory without first preparing 
ourselves. 

So we light the first candle, colored 
purple for repentance and for longing for our 
Savior, in that circle of green which repre­
sents our Eternal Creator and the Everlast­
ing Life He offers us. 

On the second Sunday of Advent, at 
Mass, we watch as adults who have been 
inquiring into our faith lake the first bold 
step on their journey to communion by en­
rolling as Catcchumens. Then Father Remm 
asks us all to pray for them and sends them 
forth to Break Open the Word in today's 
Epistles and Gospels. 

Before Advent even started, 51 children 
and their parents have been meeting on Tues­
day evenings to prepare for First Reconcili­
ation, which will be celebrated during the 
First Weck of Advent, on Tuesday, Decem­
ber 3. Parents and children have been receiv­
ing the light of Christ through separate les­
sons on appropriate levels. While the par­
ents have been learning about Catholic 
teachings concerning sin and moral dcci• 

sions and about the sacrament, the children 
have been learning how to celebrate God's 
forgiveness, both in their classes and by 
working with their parents at home. 

As you light that first candle on Wednes­
day, December 4, remember to take some 
quiet time, away from all the Christmas hub­
bub, by attending weekly Evening Prayer at 
6:45 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room. h will 
be over by 7: 15 p.m., just in time to attend 
your nearby meeting. You will find this an­
cient scrvkc of seasonal hymns, psalms, 

readings, and petitions to be an intimate and 
informal service. Please welcome our cat• 
echumcns, who will be there. 

When we have lit the third candle on our 
"wreath of eternal lifo," it is time, on De­
cember 16, for our Hispanic brothers and 
sisters to start their annual Christmas novena 
of prnparation, called Las Posadas. A boy 
and a girl, or man and woman, arc dressed 
as Joseph and Mary, who is seated on a don­
key. The people accompanying Joseph and 
Mary sing carols and carry lanterns which 
symboUze the stars that Iii the way for lhe 
shepherds. They stop at each house, knock 
and ask for Las Posadas, or lodging. They 
arc refused rudely until one house, repre­
senting the innkeeper, welcomes all of them 
to a buffet of tamales, champurado, donuts 
and other foods. On Christmas Eve, Las 
Posadas ends with a Midnight Mass, called 
the Mass of the Rooster. 

In order to keep our internal candle lit, 
we complete our preparation for Christmas 
by attending one of the Communal Recon­
ciliation Services at 7:30 p.m. Monday, De• 
cember 16, at St. Matthew's, Tuesday, De­
cember 17, here at St. Patrick's, or Wednes­
day, December 18, at Holy Cross. 

May your Christmas be brightened with 
the Peace and Joy of Christ! 
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Quick fixin's from the kitchen of . • • 

Betty Conerly 

CHURCH WINDOWS 
12 oz. chocolate chips, semi-sweet or milk 

chocolate 
1 stick margarine 
10 1/2 oz. pkg. colored miniature 

marshmallows (lemon, lime, orange and 

strawberry) 
1 c. chopped nuts (optional) 
Confectioners sugar 

Melt the chocolate chips and margarine over low heat. Remove from heat and cool slightly. 
Mix marshmallows and nuts in large bowl. Pour chocolate/margarine mixture over marsh­
mallows and nuts and mix well. Divide the mixture into fourths. On waxed paper sprinkled 
with confectioners sugar, shape each quarter into a roll approximately 8 inches long. Chill 
several hours, slice to serve. 

October 1, 1096 

Vear .1-'riends and f.amily. 

Jlero's anollier Jann letter ro let you kno1v wliat's gvir1g on in 111y life 011 'Polinpci. It's 
d!lficult to tnJ to write a first letter lo e17CnJone by ltand and get it done tl'it/1i11 a 1mso11able 
amount of time. I'll try my best to reply in liandn:riting lo any lcllers that are .�enl ro me. 

foe been hero since,1/ugus1 81/1, but it doesn '1 seem that long since /'i:e had plenty to do 
lwro. '[lie 11,"0rk of a 1eacl1er net7er ends, and I'm tnJing to fit exercising, sigluseeing, 
community building, learning tile language, pmying and relaxing into my scltedule as 
well. I'm learning more of what it means ro "make time"Jor some rltings. I thank God for 
1/te teac/1ers in tl1e world.for now I'm ge1tinga 1asre of 1vliat they go througlt. 

Jlero al ll1e <Ponapefigriculture and 'Trade School (r/yi'[SJ, I'm teacJ1ingfour classes: 
Math One J or t/1e Jreshmen,,tllgebm for tire sophomores, Geo111elnJ Jor r/1e juniors, and 
English for tile seniors. I feel blessed that I get to interact wit I I students of evenJ lei:el. It's i:enJ 
interesting to see the progression of t/111 students as rltey prepare 1lwmseli:es for college or 
employment. 

slfter a momingfull of work and ofter1 stress, I enjoy gazing at 1lw beau1iful land.�cape 
all around '1',tl'f8. &a,eml mountains in 1/w ce111er of 'Polmpei form tire backgmund of tlw 
vieiv ID 1/w donnitories. 

I'm teaming tlw ups and downs of com111uni1y living ltere at 'P,tff8 as ave/I. On 
'Polmpei, e�-eryone knml's 1i,ho you are and it's like /ia,ir1g in a fislibmvl. It's difficult to get 
away comple1elyfrom ea,eryone, so I am always kind of on my guard. 011 the otl1er lta11d, 
theroaro afeiv people lwro I can 1alk ro 1vlro lmi:e become my family. 'flw otlwrjesuit 
Volunteers flr>sJ: Cathy (£3ronder Joefiolden, and l/1ill <Peters, along with Cathy's and my 
l1ousematefibby Secord. are i:enJ supportii,e and 1villing lo listen. 'flwre are also /wo morn 

jf)s in &Ionia. the "city" on this island. Maureen $-lyn and Gwelan 'Peterson aro also 
good people lo talk to and s/1are 1vi1h 'Tlte hard part for me is gelling used to lil7ing with 
1/zese people since I've been living on my mvn recently. It's not something that I can't &>el 
used to tlwugh. 

I nmv have a lwst family that I can spend time ,.,i,11 on weekends. 'flie .!fennis family 
is a 1vondeif ul bunch. 'f/1ey all hat7e welcoming smiles and artiludes toward me, and are 
a,enJ willing to help me learn the <Ponapean language and culture. 'flw se�-en cl1ildrrm aro 
17C,Y well belia�-ed. probably tlte best on 1he island I feel lucky 10 /1a17e sucli a good family 
wil/1 which lo share time and experiences. 

Wei� I think tl1al's about all I have ro say for now. I pray that you all are in good 
health and spirits. <Please write and let me knoiv how tilings are goingfor you. 'fake ooro 
and God bless. 

.l!)ve, 
JanetJlouse 
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The Lord is Passing By 

The Lord is passing by . . .

will you open 
when the stranger knocks? 

Can you ignore the voice 
that demands your faith? 

The Lord is passing by ... 

will you hear the Spirit 

of Jesus Christ? 

He is hollowing poverty into you 
to teach you how to pray. 

The Lord is passing by ... 

will you quench 
the purifying love? 

Will you flee and refuse 
to be gold in the crucible? 

The Lord is passing by ... 

will you enter 

into his Eucharist? 
Remember that in his body 

he receives your death. 

The Lord is passing by ... 

will you dare 

to cry out in joy? 

Christ is alive, arisen, 

who will give him a home? 

The Lord is passing by ... 

will you wait 

another meeting? 
Why delay? Walk with him 

on the road of life. 

The Lord is passing by. 

• 
Deadline for submission of 
infonnation, articles and 
news items for the next 
issue of In Focus, January 
1997, is December 8. 
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II. in our parish library

The Clown of God 

by Tomie dePaola 

A wonderful children's book was written by Tomie de Paola in 1978, and was subsequently 
named a Caldecott Honor Book because of its stunning pictures by the author. This is the 
retold story of an old French legend of the little juggler who offers 10 others the gift of his 
ta�cnl. D_ePaola sets his story in medieval Italy around Sorrento and names his juggler
G1ovanm. 

Little Giovanni was poor and homeless, but he could do something wonderful. He 
could juggle-and the people of Sorrento marveled at his talents. One day he joined a 
�rou� of traveling players and before long Giovanni was famous throughout Italy as the
little Juggler, especially for his shining golden baU which he called the Sun in Heavens. 

As the years passed, however, Giovanni grew old and his lalcnls began to fail him. The 
crowds began to jeer and insult him and he gave up juggling forever, becoming a homeless 
beggar. One Christmas Eve, he took refuge in a church and watched in awe the procession 
of gifl_s for tl�e H�ly Child. When the beautiful music ended and the church became empty,
old Giovanni hesuanlly approached the statue of the Madonna and her Child to offer the 
only gift he had. 

To learn the wonderful ending to this story, consider giving this book, The C/011111 of

God, as a gift to a special child this Christmas. Then you can discover the book and the 
ending together! 

0 n Sunday, Decem­
ber 15, St. 
Patrick's will have a 

very special lunch guest­
none other than Santa Claus 
himself. The event begins at 
noon with festivities continu­
ing until about 3 p.m. 

The fun-filled afternoon includes 
lunch, a holiday craft to take home, and a 
visit and photo opportunity with Santa 
for each child. The lunch menu includes a 
fruit cup, pizza, cookies and drink. 

The cost per child is $5, per adult $2,

with a $20 family limit. 
Only 75 tickets will be sold, so 

purchase yours early! Tickets will be 
available at Coffee Shop on Sundays and 
from the church office. Sales end December 11. 

ADMISSION BY ADVANCED SALES ONLY. 
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December 8 Feast of 

Immaculate Conception 

T 
his year, December 8, the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception of Mary 
falls on Sunday. The Sunday of 

Advent lakes precedence on the calendar, 
so the feast is moved to the following day 
and there is no obHgation to auend mass. 
SL Patrick's encourages all members to join 
together to celebrate the Eucharist on Mon­
day, Decembet 9, at its regular daily Masses 
at 7 a.m. or 12: JO p.m. 

The feast of the Immaculate Concep­
tion celebrates the Church's belief that Mary 
herself was conceived without the stain of 
original sin, in preparation for the birth of 
Jesus. In 1854 Pope Pius IX infallibly de­
creed this teaching of the Church to be true. 
Since this feast day falls during Advent 
families may celebrate in a special way by 
praying the rosary together or some other 
favorite prayer to the Blessed Mother. 

Events 
promoting Interracial worship, miss/an 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 

INTERRACIAL CHOIR 

Mark your calendars! The first practice 
for the Martin Luther King community 
choir will be on: Sat., Nov. 23, at 2 p.m. 
at Salem Baptist Church. Practices will 
be every Sat. after that, same time and 
place, until the ML King Celebration, 
Sun. Jan. 12. (Everyone is welcome; 
even if you can't make every single re­
hearsal, just come!) 

THANKSGIVING UNITY SERVICE 

RLCC churches are invited to the C-U 
Ministerial Alliance Thanksgiving Day 
Service to be held Thurs., Nov. 28 at 10 
a.m. at Salem Baptist Church, 500 E.
Park, C. 

·-· .. . •. 

Parish Council News 
Because the Parish Coun­
cil met in November as 
this issue was going to 
press, their meeting will 
be reported on in the next 
issue of fo Focus.
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SUNDAY 

1 
9:00am & 11 :OOam 

Children'• 
Religioua Ed 

10:15am Children's 
Liturgy 

3:00pm Spanilh 
Mus 

5:00pm Senior Bell 
Choir 

6:30pm Jr & Sr 
Hig h Religious Ed 

8 
9:00om A 11:00om 

QildNn"o Rdl&louo Ed 
9:00om RCtA Rllc of 

Accq,wM,e 
10: 15- Cl,IJdnn•o 

Uturs.Y 
3:ClOpal Spanloh Mo• 
5,00pn Junior Bell Cbolt 
6:30pm Jr A Sr Hip 

Rclip0111 Ed 

15 
9:00om A I l:OOom 

Chlldrm'o lloUJl01&1 Ed 
I0:15un Cblldrm•o 

Utwu 
12:ClOpal r....,ct, wldl Sonia 
3:ClOpal Spaniob Ma• 
5:ClOpal Senior lldl a..ir 
6:30pm Jr A Sr Hip 

Rclislouo Ed 

22 
3:00pm Spanish 

Mua 
5:00pm Junior Bell 

C1ioir 

29 
3:00pm Spanish 

Mus-Christmas 
Fiesta 

December 1996 

MONDAY 

2 
7:00pm Education 

Com 
7:00pm Cenlcring 

Prayer 
7:00pm Pro-Life 

Com 

9 
Feut of the 

lmmaculalc 
Conception 

7:00am & 12:10pm 
Mua in the 
Church 

7:00pm Centering 
Prayer 

16 
7:00pm Centering 

Prayer 
7:30pm Advent 

Reconciliation 
Service at St. 
Matthew 

23 
4:00pm -5:00pm & 

6:00pm-7:00pm 
Individual 
Confc11ion 

7:00pm Centering 
Prayer 

7:00pm Liturgy 
Com 

30 
7:00pm Centering 

Prayer 

St. Patrick's Parish 

TUESDAY 

3 
6:00pm First 

Reconciliation 
7:00pm Personnel 

Com 

10 
7:00pm FiMncial 

Affairs Com 
7:30pm Parish 

Council Executive 
Com 

17 
7:30pm Advent 

Reconciliation 
Service at St. 
Pat'■ 

24 
Christmu Eve 
Parish Office Closed 

in the Afternoon 
4:00pm Mau 
6:30pm Mass 

I0:30pm Mau 

31 
New Year'• Eve 
5:15pm Mass 
Muacs Tomorrow al 

9:00am and Noon 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

4 5 
5: 15po Cluldnna. a.,;, 
6:00pn Ro11&1a,y E4, 

U,\,ono 
6:JGpm ReJlsio,y Ed, St. 

Joe 
6:�po E....i..s Pnycr 
7:00p,, RCIA 
7:00pm Cbolt 
7:00pm SVDP 
7:00pm R•Mcmb<rilla 

Cbun:h 

11 
5:15pm Childrens' 

Choir 
6:00pm ReligioUJ 

Ed, Urbana 
6:30pm Religious 

Ed, St. Joe 
6:45pm Evening 

Prayer 
7:00pm RCIA 
7:00pm Choir 
7:00pm SVDP 

18 
5: 15p,, Chlldnno' C'l,olr 
6:00pn Rolial..,, Ed, 

UJbam 
6:30pm Relisl..,, Ed, Sl. 

Joo 

6:�pa E-.ia Prayer 
7:00pn Cboit 
7:00pn SVDP 
7:00pn Ro-Manberinc 

Cbun:h 
7:30pm Ad,,c,nt 

11,a,nrilio�cn�al 
Holy Crou 

25 
Christmas Day 
7:30am 10:30 & 

12:00 Mua 

9:30am Moms 
Group 

7:00pm C.techilm 
7:00pm Choir 

12 
6:30pm Building & 

Grounds Com 
7:00pm Catechilm 
7:00pm Choir 

19 
9:30am Moms 

Group 
7:00pm Choir 
7:00pm Parish 

Council 

26 

I Parish Office Cloaed � 

FRIDAY 

6 
10:45am Mus­

Champaign Cty 
NH 

13 
10:30am Mass­

Urbana NH 
10:45am Mus­

Champaign Cty 
NH 

20 
10:30am Mua­

Clark Lindsey 
10:45am Mus­

Champaign Cty 
NH 

27 
10:30am Mus­

Manor Care 
10:45am Mua­

Champaign Cty 
NH 

SVDP-St. Vincent DePaul NH-Nursing Home 

SATURDAY 

7 

14 
6:00pm RCIA 

Potluck 

21 
4:00pm -5:00pm & 

6:00pm-7:00pm 
Individual 
Confe.uions 

28 
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