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ST. PATRICK'S PARISH 

In 
An agape for Mitch-and for us, too 

Mitch Langendorf's ready smile 
greeted all comers. 

st. Patrick's knows what an agape
is: we experienced it on Saturday, Jan. 
18. The Greek word agape (ah-gah-pay)
was used to describe the communal
suppers, forerunners of the Mass, at
which the early Christians enjoyed a
potluck supper, celebrated the
Eucharist, and experienced a great
outpouring of Christian love for one
another. On Jan. 18 parishioners and
friends from the local community came
together for a meal and to donate to a
good cause. All who came felt a great
outpouring of love for Mitch
Langendorf, a young man paralyzed
from the chest down in a diving
accident last year. That's what an agape
is all about.

How did this very special event get 
started? Well, Jerry and Suzie McArthur 
had a simple idea: How about having 
something like a fish fry for Mitch? If 
they could serve 300-400 people, they 

might be able to raise as much as $3000. 
Hmm, fish frys are coming up, let's do 
chili instead. It wouldn't take much 
work, just family and friends to help 
set up, serve, and clean; then make sure 
the announcement is in the church 
bulletin. Jerry found three friends at 
work, Terry Clennon, Mark Hurt, and 
Rich Pankau, to cook the chili. Do they 
know how to cook chili? You bet: all 
three participate in chili cookouts 
around the state. Then Jerry found 
individuals and businesses willing to 
donate the chili ingredients and other 
supplies. 

Tom Kacich's News-Gazette column 
on the fundraiser knocked the ball out 
of the park. It was no longer a small 
parish event. No one asked Tom to write 
the column; he's been after the 
Langendorfs to write about Mitch ever 
since the accident. His column and his 
timing were perfect. 

Enter Sr. Marie Golla, who sensed 
that the event could draw a much larger 
crowd than was expected at the time. 
Sr. Marie helped organize a smooth­
running machine of support teams who 
took care of decorating, soliciting 
desserts, cutting and serving desserts, 
bussing tables, making and posting 
flyers in C-U, getting notices into church 
bulletins, notifying the media, having 
tickets made, and soliciting prizes. As 
auction items flowed in, Barbara 
Peckham was asked to handle the 
bidding. Barbara did a masterful job 
that added to the excitement of the 
event. 

As Jerry and Suzie watched their 
little idea snowball that night, they 
became concerned about having 
enough chili. About ten family 
members and friends were recruited to 
make large batches of mild chili for the 
children. They remained concerned 
until the last customer was served from 
the last batch of chili, diluted to stretch 
to the very end thc.t Saturday night! 

There was some difference of 
opinion about what to charge for the 
tickets, but Jerry stuck to his guns. It
should be the same price, $5, as the fish 
frys, therefore affordable for all families. 
Jerry estimates that about 1500 people 
were served, for a total proceeds of 
$19,000. "It makes you feel good," Jerry 
said, "that so many people stepped 

continued on page 8 

Come clean! 

Everyone is invited to join 
in cleaning St. Patrick's 
church on Saturday, Mar. 15, 
from 9 a.m. to noon. 

If you can dust, brush, 
polish, or shine, come to help 
prepare our church for the 
weeks of Easter. 
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The ladies say "Thanks to all of you!" 
The organizers and guests of the recent Ladies Knight 

Out extend thanks to all who helped make this event a success 
yet again. Thanks to Dave and John Palmisano, Chuck and 
Tom Shaw, Richard Keane and the St. Patrick's Parish 
Volunteer Waiter Corps, and emcee John Valenziano. 

Special thanks to the dishwashing and kitchen crew: Jim 
Long, Ed Clancy, Terry Langendorf, Steve Harshbarger, Jim 
Risatti, and all those others who helped wash the 650 dishes, 
650 eating implements, and probably another 200 pots, pans, 
serving implements, etc. Washing, rinsing, drying, and putting 
away about 1500 items in just an hour must have set a record 
of some kind! 

Commercial sponsors included Town and Country 
Caterers and Matt Fejes, Central Illinois Produce, Domino's 

Pizza, Jim Mayer and the Monticello Theatre Players, Terry 
and Gary Bosley, Michael and the Archangels, Rick Orr 
Florist. Thanks too to the door prize sponsors: Starcrest 
Cleaners, John Palmisano, Tunpone's Restaurant, Silvercreek 
Restaurant, Jumer's Restaurant, Sweet Betsy's Restaurant, 
St. Louis Bread Co., Mountain Jack's, and The Hideaway 
Lounge. 

The ladies, of course, enjoyed a great meal and had a 
wonderful time-with no washing up to do! 
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Welcome to new parishioners: 
Madeleine Evans, Cornelia Perrone. 

Farewell to parishioners who have 
moved from C-U: 
Jacqueline and Paul Colussi, Deb 
and Joe DiPietro, Dan and Isophenia 
Gleason, Herb and Marina Sliger, 
Cheryl and Rodger Sprague, Lynda 
Willis. 

We welcome the following recently 
baptized into our faith community: 
John Bookes Evans, Priya William 
Zukosky, Caitlin Storm Elliott. 

Parish Council News 
Because the Council's 

February meeting was held 
as this issue went to press, 
news of the meeting 
will be covered in 
the next issue of 
In Focus. 

!InFocus<.I
SI. Potrick'a In FoettJ i, published on the last w,:ekffld of the 
month In Urban•, lllinoi,, New• ilcm, ond information may b,; 
aubmlttcd by mid-month for the nC!ltt Issue. Written materials 
must include the name and tclc:phonc numb,;r of the writer. 

Plc>sc, leave ncwa Items in thcCommunlalions Committo,: 
moil bin In the pulsh cmtcr, or call a committ,:e mcmb,;r. All 
aubmissionoorcaubjcdtom,icwo.nd/o,cditingbythcmmmitt= 
By-lines on: generally omitted. 

Editorial board: 

Mary L,:e Brady, 344--3752; 
Mary Lou Mcnchcs,344--1125 or 244-4701 (mmcnchcsOuluc:.cdu); 
Elise rrau, 344--8210; 
Cathy Salika, 367-7861 (csallkaOuluc.cdu); Katharine Schrader, 
J.14.5995; 
Peggy Whelan, 367-3668 (m•whclan@uiuc.edu). 

Aaoodata: Joan Apperson, Cami Bosley, Mary Fonner, Julie 
Horman, B>rbaro Higgins, Dorothy Maduzia, Lori and Tom 
McDonough, Cristy Nowak, Marty Perry, Quole Rd,eiz. Lucille 
Salika. 

ArilclH and Information for th!, l11ue were contributed 
by: Mary Lo,: Brady, Sr. Charlene Cesario, Judy Conover. Jean 
Daly, Mary FoMcr, Janet House, Miriam Lanc:uter, Dorothy 
Moduzla, Lori McDonough, Mary Lou Menches, Lenon: N•&"'k, 
Camie Rcbciz. Lcolie Risalll, Cathy S.lika, Chris Stohr, Irma Walt, 
Unda Webber, Peggy Whelan. T his l55uC was p•scd by Joan 
Appcnon. 
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riffl When does Lent end nowadays? 
� And are Sundays a part of Lent?

The season of Lent officially begins 
on Ash Wednesday and concludes 
before the evening Mass of the Lord's 
Supper on Holy Thursday. Ash 
Wednesday, a day of fast and 
abstinence, sets the tone for Lent 
through the call to tum away from sin 
and to be faithful to the gospel. 

We tend to think of Lent as a somber 
time, but for the Fathers of the Church 
and for monastics like Benedict, Lent 
is a joyful season. Lent is a time for 
Christians to live more fully the life 
they they were supposed to be living 
all the time-and to live it with joy! The 
post-Vatican II Church returns us to 
this experience of Lent, characterizing 
the season as "joyful preparation" for 

the paschal feast. 
Over centuries the forty days of Lent 

became identified with Jesus' desert 
fasting. A fasting of "about forty days" 
was commonly observed almost 
everywhere in the Christian world by 
the middle of the fourth century. 
Because Sunday, the Lord's Day, can 
never be a fast day, Wednesday before 
the First Sunday of Lent became Lent's 
beginning. This provides a Lenten 
season of exactly forty days for those 
who are counting! 

Questions about Catholic practice or 
Catholic teaching may be sent to the 
Communications Committee in care of the 
parish office. 

Making a difference 
On Oct. 26, Make-A-Difference Day, 

a group of St. Patrick's parishioners 
ranging in age from 5 to 63 years, met 
at the Urbana Crisis Center to "make a 
difference in Jesus' name." 

They spent the morning building 
shelves, deaning, and playing with the 
children. Materials for the project were 
provided by Armstrong Lumber 
(Urbana). 

Ginny Dewar, executive director of 
the Crisis Center, expressed the thanks 
of all the center's staff: 'Thank you for 
the gift of your time and effort ... and 
for keeping the children of our 
community in your hearts. You are 
special members of our team!" 

Deadline for 
submission of 
information, 
articles, and news 
items for the next 
issue of In ::ocus is 
March 9. 

Merciful God, 
you called us forth from the dust of the earth; 
you claimed us for Ghrist in the waters of baptism. 
Bless our journey through th� desert of Lent 
to the font of rebirth. 
May our fasting be hunger for justice; 
our alms, a maxing,of peace; 
our prayer, the chant of humble and grateful hearts. 

All that we do and flray is in the name of Jesus, 
for.in,:his cross you proclaim your love 
for ever and ever. 

Catholic Household 
Blessings and Prayers 
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Come to the Archives Committee's "Show and Tell" 
St. Patrick's Archives Committee 

invites parishioners to a special "Show 
and Tell" in the main hall of the parish 
center on Sunday, Mar. 16. Members 
plan to display pictures, artifacts, 
blueprints, and histories of parish 
organizations and ministries after 7:30, 
9:00, and 10:30 Mass. (A Coffee Shop 
crew has generously agreed to make 
doughnuts and coffee available after 
the 10:30 Mass as well as after the usual 
earlier ones.) 

committee also hopes that if you have 
photographs that fill gaps in the 
collection, you'll lend them for 
duplication and inclusion in the 
Archives. 

You will also be able to see a 
photograph given to the committee by 
Jim and Betty Conerty. It shows the 
new St. Patrick's Church, dedicated in 
1903, with the original frame church 
building (1901) peeking out from 
behind. This is a real treasure that the 

St. Patrick's First Communion Class, 1901 

The accompanying photograph is of 
the First Communion class from 1901. 
Can you identify anyone in it? A 
grandparent, a parent, or perhaps one 
of their friends? Photos of this and other 
First Communion classes will be 
displayed that morning, and members 
hope parishioners will stop by to take 
a good look-and to identify anyone 
they recognize. The pictures are 
wonderful, but they'd be even more 
enjoyable if we could name everyone 
in them! Pictures that have been given 
to the committee are from the teens, 
20s, 40s, 50s, and 60s, so there are lots 
of young people to be identified! 

Parents, grandparents, and class 
members, please come to the main hall 
for a bit of nostalgia and to help the 
committee. If you don't have family 
members in these classes, come 
anyway-you'll have fun looking! The 

committee wants to share with you. 
Nancy Steerman has been diligently 

writing histories of parish 
organizations, committees, ministries, 
people, and properties. She'll be on 
hand to show you notebooks of 
information about each of these groups. 
We guarantee that you'll be impressed! 

Do you want to check on dates that 
you or others in your family received 
sacraments at St. Patrick's? The 
committee will have a computer 
available containing the newly 
computerized sacramental records. 
Committee members will locate the 
records for your family and print them 
out for you. (Sonae marriage records 
for the 1930s are missing. H you or your 
parents or grandparents were married 
in the Thirties, please come to let the 
committee know about them. 

Some artifacts, yet to be selected, 

will be displayed. Perhaps after seeing 
what is being collected you will 
remember something in your family 
that you'd be willing to add to St. 
Patrick's permanent archives. 

Committee members are excited 
about this "Show and Tell" and hope 
that you will be, too. Come one and 
all to view a part of your history! 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKHKKHKKH 

St. Patrick's Dinner 

Dance March 8 

Dust off those dancing shoes and 
join in the fun on Saturday, Mar. 8, for 
the "wearin' of the green" for St. Paddy's 
Day-yes, a wee bit early this year! 

Gather a group of friends and enjoy 
an evening of good food, music, 
singing, and dancing at St. Patrick's 
parish center in honor of our patron 
saint. He surely must have known how 
to have a good time-he inspires us so! 

Dinner (beef stew served in a sour 
dough bread bowl, salad, and dessert) 
will be served at 6 p.m., with dancing 
at 8 p.m. and music by Kleiss Vital 
Sounds. During the evening coffee, iced 
tea, and setups will be provided, but 
BYOB. 

Tickets for dinner and dance are $10 
per person ($5 per person for dance 
only). They can be purchased at Coffee 
Shop on Sundays, Feb. 23 and Mar. 2, 
and at Friday fish fries. On weekdays, 
tickets can be purchased at the parish 
office. 

Don't delay, Mar. 2 is the last day for 
tickets--you don't want to miss out on 
this annual social event! 

• ••• • 

.... 

.....•• 
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�--- Janet HoUcJe write,1 from Pohnpei -----.....

The end of the r1emer1ter waJ pretty tenrJe here at PATS, r1ince about one week of clar1r1er1 waJ taken away 
from llJ becau.;e of retreat.; and a teacherJ I workr1hop. I wa.; quite upr1et that we lor1t that time to teach 
the r1tudentJ. 

Our two-week vacation war1 greatly welcome and needed. I Jpent it reading, reJting, celebrating, 
retreating, playing, and gardening. The Juuit VolunteerJ from Chuuk came to Polmpoi for our miJ­
year retreat. � r1pent the time in Kolonia, and we all got a lot out of it. The but thing I got out of that 
retreat 1mr1 to hear that other volunteerJ are /aced with the Jame typu of problemJ. It war1 good to hear 
different per,;pectivu, and re-foc,w on the motivationr1 for being here in Micronuia and on the core value,; 
of Living Jttnply, keeping /aith, and upecially community and r1ocial jtwtice. 

After our retreat, on New lear J Eve, we viJited the gorgeo,w double wate,f afu in the Kitti munici'pali'ty 
of Pohnpei, and then r1howed the Chuuk volunteerJ around PATS. The group went on to Jee the ruinr1 of 
Nan MadoL, a huge tourk!t attraction on Pohnpei. /nJlead of going to Nan Madol, I got rea'Jy and went 
to a Chrk!tmaJ and New learJ party at my hoJt/amily� h0twe. � watched a movie, ale together, and 
opened pruentJ. My hor1t maother gave me a towel, Joap, and candy, which are common and ever-tweful 
giftr1 on Pohnpei. I gave my hoJt family a photo album wi'th pictureJ of them inrJtde. Unfortunately I 
dldn 't get to Jee their reaction. I waJ Jleepy by the mwnight hour, JO I r1tayed until the New lear and then 
left r1hortly after that. 

� jtwt had our PATS r1talf retreat thiJ par1t Fri<lay and Saturday. Not many people enjoyed it, but I 
got r1ome tbingJ out of it and reaffy enjoyed bearing the faith and growth r1torieJ of the M icroneJianrJ. 

LaJt night we dklcovered a Jhrew in our hottJe. Joe, one of the JV,; here, caught it and bit it with a 
machete for uJ. I finiJhed it off and took it outr1we. I hope I don't get to r1ee any more in our hotwe. Antr1, 
cockroacher1, and geckoJ are one thing, but mice, ratJ, and r1hrewc1 are another. 

Tomorrow we will begin the Jecond r1eme.;ter, and I Mk that you join nu in praying that it goeJ 1vell, 
and that the boyc1 will learn and grow and accept the challengeJ that are preJented to them. I auo ar1k you 
to pray for me and the other teacberc1 and adminiltratorJ that we may not get diJcouraged and that we 
may continue to challenge the r1tudentr1 and encourage them to become better ChriJtianJ ad well a J  better 
c1tudentJ. PerJonalfy, I want to motivate the r1tudentr1 in a more por1itive manner thiJ c1emuter. 

Ta.Ice care, and God bler1r1. 
Janet 

Letter., may he ,1ent to Janet Hou,,e 
clo PATS, P. 0. Box 59, 

Pobnpet� FM 96941 

Quick fixin 's from the kitchen of . . .  Irma Wait

Beef Stroganoff 
(Low fat/low cholesterol) 

3 / 4 lb round steak, 3 / 4 inch thick 
1 can Healthy Request Cream of 
Mushroom Soup 
114.5 oz can beef broth 

l/2c water 
1 medium onion, sliced 
3 c no-yolk noodles 
1 /2 c plain yogurt 

Slice beef into very thin strips. Cook noodles in water, drain, and set aside. Meanwhile, cook beef in nonstick skillet 
until browned, stirring often; set aside. 

Combine soup, broth, water, and onion; stir in noodles. Cook over low heat for 10 minutes, stirring often. Add yogurt 
and beef, heat through. Serves 4. 

5 
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Holy Cross School N ewsline 
Kindergarten Round-Up was held 

on Feb. 4. Parents were told about the 
two half-day kindergarten classes, 
morning and afternoon, currently 
offered at Holy Cross School, where 
limited facilities do not permit housing 
full-day kindergarten class. 

of kindness on slips of paper, which 
were posted on the board in the school 
cafeteria. 

The school celebrated Random Acts 
of Kindness Week (Feb. 10-14). Students 
were invited to write their random acts 

Seventh- and eighth-grade 
Confirmandi Retreat Days were held 
at St. Boniface (Seymour). Confirmation 
at Holy Cross Church is schedi1led for 
Mar.2. 

Rich will perform on Friday, Feb. 28. 
The 1997 PTC Chocolate Drive will 

take place Mar. 3-19. Money raised 
during the sale benefits the children's 
education and environment at Holy 
Cross School. 

As part of the school's Arts 
Enrichment Program, dancer Christine 

Meager Meals: Less can be more 
Do you have difficulty getting into the spirit of Lent? 

Could you use a "communal nudge"? If we look back far 
enough to the origins of the Lenten observance, back to, say, 
the fourth century, we find that it was public and communal, 
not a private affair. 

During Lent this year, children and teens in St. Patrick's 
religious education classes will plan and serve Meager Meals 
on Wednesday nights. Meager? Well, simple; maybe soup 
or macaroni and cheese. The meals are intended to be a 
reminder to us of our many brothers and sisters in the world 
who are nearly always hungry. 

On Feb. 26 and Mar. 5, 12, and 19, the Meager Meals will 
be served from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. in the main hall of the parish 
center. They are open to the entire parish. Guidelines for a 
simple prayer service will be provided for groups of friends 
or families to do together, on their own. 

All who partake of the Meager Meals will be asked to 
make a free-will donation of what might have been spent on 
a more fulsome meal at home. Proceeds will be divided 
between the Urbana St. Vincent de Paul Society and the 
American bishops' Operation Rice Bowl to feed the hungry. 

Passion for Life: Fragments of the Face of God 
By Joan Clzittister 

What qualities will be necessary to live a life of integrity, of holiness in the twenty-first century? What models of those 
values, if any, have been raised up to show us the way to God in a world that is more preoccupied with the material than 
the spiritual, more self-centered than selfless, more concerned with the mundane than with the divine, more parochial than 
cosmic? 

The models chosen for this book have been selected on the grounds that they have something special to say to us now, 
in this particular age. 

The models, or icons, presented are male and female, Christian and non-Christian, married and unmarried, religious and 
lay, pragmatists and artists, named saint by a process or proclaimed saint by the people who lived in the shadow of their 
lives. Like us they are not without flaws, but so luminous in their virtues as to be a light for the ages. 

They are reachable figures, who have lived well through situations similar to our own as proof that we too, in all of our 
smallness, can stretch ourselves to the limits of the best in us. We call them saints, but maybe, the author asserts, we should 
call them heroes or stars or icons. For in them are reflected the many facets of the face of God. 

Some of the heroes selected for our emulation are Eve ("The Image of God"), Gandhi ("The Force of Non-Force"), Benedict 
and Scholastica ("Images of Hope"), Rumi ("Icon of Wisdom"), John XXIII ("A Glimpse of the Heart of God"), Martin Luther 
King ("The Icon of Light in Darkness"), Dorothy Day ("Icon of the Streets"), Amos ("The Icon of Compassion"), Mother Jones 
("God's Righteous Anger"), Baal Shem Tov ("Face of a Holy World"), Oscar Romero ("Icon of Ordinariness"), Thomas Merton 
("Icon of the Voice of God"), Catherine of Siena ("Woman of Courage"), Joan of Arc ("A Voice of Conscience"). 

In presenting these icons to us Chittister reveals their special gifts and encourages us to identify with them and to follow 
their example. ''There is no doubt about it," she writes. "The twenty-first century will be a difficult and a dangerous one. 
Old answers will not propel us through it. Old politics will not do it. Old economics certainly will not do it. Old church 
cannot do it. 

"This book says that the image of those who have themselves bridged equally wide fissures of the past can give us the 
sight, the hope, the courage that it will take to face population increase, institutionalized greed, and theological decadence 
with aplomb. This desert is our desert. This time is our time. This challenge is our challenge. This sin is our sin. It is we who 
hold the future in our hands. 

"We need to stand together, to link arms with the Great Ones of the past in order to find within ourselves the Great Heart 
it will take to shape the future .... Then, together, may we find a passion for life and ourselves become, for the next generation, 
fragments of the face of God." 

Joan Chittister is a member of the Benedictine Sisters of Erie (Penn.), a widely published author and noted international 
lecturer. She is recipient of the 1992 U.S. Catholic Award for her work for justice, peace, and equality in church and society. 
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0 Lord Jesus, 
stretch forth your wounded hands 
in blessing over your people, 
to heal ana to restore, 
and to draw them to yourself 
and to one another in love. 
Amen. 

Oh, Senor Jesus, 
extiende tus manos heridas 
para bendecir a tu pueblo, 
para sanar y restaurarlo. 
Acercalo a ti y concede 
que se una 
en mutuo amor. 
Amen. 

Seigneur Jesus, 
etends tes mains blessees pour repandre 
ta benediction sur ton peuple, 
pour guerir et restaurer, 
pour attirer Jes tiens a toi 
et Jes rapprocher les uns 
des autres dans !'amour. 
Amen. 

Herr Jesus, 
strecke deine verwundeten Hande aus 
und segne dein Volk, 
heile und erneuere es, 
und zieh alle hin zu dir 
und zueinander in Liebe. 
Amen 
• • • • • • • 

Thoughts of an RCIA sponsor 
As people embark on their journey 

of faith in the Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults, they help to ?pen our own 
minds and hearts to the gilt we received 
at Baptism when we were initiated into 
Roman Catholicism. 

It is truly an honor, a challenge, and 
a blessing to serve as sponsor for one 
of them. They question, often bringing 
a fresh approach to scripture, a 
sacrament, or perhaps a ritual or custom 
of the Church, prompting us to review 
or sometimes even to explore a new 
area of thinking. 

Just as we see the world anew 
through the eyes of little children, so 
do we "see" our faith come alive with 
those who are "newborn" to 
Catholicism. They renew in us this great 
gift of faith, which we may take for 
granted. Together, they and we serve 
as "evangelists" to the very parish 
community that welcomes them with 
prayer and recognition. The weeks of 
preparation culminate in the Easter 
Vigil, when for the first time we are 
joined in the celebration of the 
Eucharist. 

We are all blessed in sharing the joy 
of these very special people! 
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Celebrating Lent with children 
Children of all ages can participate 

in feeding the hungry, one of the 
corporal works of mercy particularly 
appropriate for the season of Lent. 

Very small children can accompany 
you to the store and help pick out 
canned and boxed foods to be donated 
to the local food pantry or to places like 
the Catholic Worker House that feed 
the hungry. St. Patrick's, for instance, 
keeps a basket in the church vestibule 
for donations of food for the hungry, 
and the Urbana St. Vincent de Paul 
Society gratefully gives these donations 
to the hungry who apply to St. Pab'ick's 
for assistance. You and your children 
might bring food to be put in this basket 
each Sunday on your way into church 
for Mass. 

If you help out at a local soup kitchen 
or shelter, encourage your children to 
come along so they can observe the 
process firsthand. Older children can 
help carry in the food and supplies. 
You might encourage your children to 

set aside a portion of their allowance 
or earnings to purchase food for persons 
in need and to buy and deliver their 
donations themselves. More than the 
giving of money, a youngster's personal 
involvement provides an important 
learning advantage. Older children can 
volunteer at the local soup kitchen, 
helping prepare the food or setting the 
dinner table. If there are enough adults 
on hand, teenagers may also help serve 
up the meals on a regular basis. 

Children can also go through the 
cupboards at home whenever the parish 
expresses a need for food, deciding 
what goodies go into the family's 
donation sack. You may find that your 
children unwittingly outdo their 
parents in generosity by selecting the 
can of oysters or fancy mushrooms 
intended for personal pleasure! And 
don't be surprised if your child includes 
some candy; even young children 
understand the needs of other children. 

March24 
Anniversary of the death of Oscar Romero 

Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Archbishop 
of San Salvador, was martyred on Mar. 
24, 1980, as he presided at the 

Eucharistic liturgy in a hospital chapel. 
He was born in a small town in a 

remote part of El Salvador. At the age 
of thirteen he was apprenticed to a 
carpenter, but he wanted to be a priest, 
so he entered the seminary a year later. 
Because he was bright, Oscar was 
placed in church jobs that provided 
training to become a bishop. 

When Oscar Romero was appointed 
archbishop of San Salvador, he was 
welcomed by the rich ruling families­
-they were sure that he wouldn't give 
them any trouble even though they 
were guilty of violence against the poor. 

After a short time Archbishop 
Romero began speaking out against the 
overt political repression of the poor. 
He felt called to be the voice of all the 
voiceless poor in his country. During 
his sermons, which were broadcast on 
the radio to thousands of listeners, he 
would point out the great sufferings of 
the poor and call for reform. After three 
years of constant threats, he was shot 
to death. 

The people of El Salvador treasure 
his memory because they know he died 
for the sake of his people. On the 
anniversary of his death let us 
remember the poor all over the world 
and pray for peace with justice 
everywhere. 
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continued from page 1 

forward to help in so many ways." 
Did you see all those desserts? 

Where did they come from? Cesaria 
Lanca��er headed the group that 
telephoned all of St. Patrick's 
organizations, committees, Bible 
studies, etc., asking their leaders to 
solicit dessert donations from their 
members. Then the unsolicited 
donations came pouring in, from 
parishioners, from friends and co­
workers of the event's organizers and 
Mitch's family, some bringing as many 
as half a dozen pies or cakes or several 
dozen cookies. Cesaria felt that, despite 
serving so many people, there were 
more and more desserts as the 
phenomenal event progressed. 

What about Mitch's reaction? It was 
one of awe and amazement, a real 
mental boost. An insight into Mitch's 
spirit was confided by his aunt, Kathy 
McKenzie; ever since the accident "the 
family would go to see Mitch when 
they were 'down,"' and he would lift 
them up. Kathy noted that, since we 
hear about so much bad in the world, 
the family was touched to see so much 
goodness and generosity, to see our 
community pulling together. 

Mitch's dad, Terry, says that the 
family was overwhelmed by the 
fundraiser. His mom, Chris, wants to 

For the grieving, 
joy amid sorrow 

No matter who we are or how we 
live our lives, eventually we all suffer 
loss. Sometimes the death of someone 
close to us follows a long illness, at 
other times death is sudden, 
unexpected. What unites Christians 
during this process called grief is that 
we can turn to Christ for support and 
comfort. How many of us have 
personally known someone who faced 
death calmly, welcoming the 
opportunity to "go home"? Though not 
public figures, those we love 
demonstrate Christ's love by their 
response to death and dying. Through 
our witness, we are given a glimpse of 
Christ in our midst. 

On Good Friday a few years ago, a 
five-year-old was told by his mother 
that his grandmother had passed away. 
He responded: "Why are you crying? 
She will rise with Jesus on (Easter) 
Sunday." Allow yourself to express the 
joy of having known the one who died 
and to acknowledge your sorrow. 

thank each and every worker who 
helped make it possible, including the 
people who came from long distances, 
such as Peoria, Charleston, and Tuscola. 
Aunt Connie Shaw was amazed that 
we could serve so many people and 
that the people were so patient in that 
unbelievably long line. Friends Steve 
and Barbara Beckett had lots of fun 
doing "something positive for Mitch, 
such a nice young man. Friends Gene 
and Linda Mueller said, "The amount 
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of people and amount of caring was 
overwhelming and warmed the heart." 

Funds raised will go toward items 
such as Mitch's electric wheelchair, lifts 
for the van, for the bed, and for the 
shower. Mitch would like to thank 
everybody, those who worked so hard 
and those who gave. 

Thank you, Mitch, for bringing our 
parish together in an agape. May the 
spirit continue. God bless us one and 
all. 

I received an unexpected gift 

I was new to the community. She was new to the country. We were a 
perfect match. 

Mary came late to Bible study. Two small children in tow, she seemed 
uncertain what these American women did on a sunny September morning. 
She brought her French Bible along with a desire to pray with Christian 
women. I too brought my Bible, coupled with a yearning for a group of 
women to fill the friend-shaped void created by our family's move. 

Her warm brown face and soft brown eyes reflected the same seeking 
uncertainty I was feeling. During our study she mentioned that she wanted 
to learn English better. I quickly volunteered to tutor her. It would help her 
as well as fill a gap in my own life. 

Later that week I visited Mary's small apartment, taking a notebook and 
a small novel. My plan was for us to read aloud together, and then I would 
help her with written English. But it seems God had other plans. Even though 
her English was halting, we communicated as lonely women adjusting to 
life in a new community. She described her family left behind in Rwanda, 
and she showed me photographs. She pointed to two large blue metal trunks 
that carried everything she, her husband, and children packed to begin life 
in a new country. I told her about how much I missed my friends and life in 
my old home. 

"Mary," I said, "let's forget the English lessons and work on being friends." 
We did. 

She accompanied me to the farmers market, and later we made applesauce. 
I babysat her daughter while she worked. We drank tea together and chatted 
on the telephone. She encouraged me when I felt discouraged, and she and 
her family came for dinner. We explored the new town together, visited the 
library, and went out for breakfast. 

When fighting broke out in her homeland, Rwanda was not for me just 
another hot spot on the international scene, it was Mary's home. The faces 
I saw on the nightly news reminded me of my friend's face and the faces of 
her children. For months we prayed together as she hungered for news from 
her country and her family. I ached at her pain and fear; I listened to her and 
worked with our church to get help for her family. That's what friends do. 

When I was moving to this new town, I wondered who would become 
my friends. I envisioned variations on already dear friends: just like me, 
middle-aged, white, American mothers. Mary was an unexpected gift. Even 
though language and culture could have been a barrier, they never were. 
Friendship and love are barrier-proof. 

Name withheld on request. 

When we share our faith stories, we are cl,anged; and tliose listening to 11s are changed as 
well. lnFocus welcomes faith stories that tell of God's working in qur lives. Send yours to 
the Communications Committee, c/o St. Patrick's, or drop it off at the parish office. Be sure 
to include your name and a telephone number where you may be reached. Names will be 
withl1eld 011 request. 
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Evangelization and Initiation: 
Ministries of Transformation 
by Thomas H. Morris 

Evangelizalion and initiation are two 
distinct ministries of the church, yet it is 
difficult to speak of one without the 
other. In one of the most significant 
developments in the church since Vatican 
II, both have experienced a renewal in 
the Catholic community. 

One of the elemental insights of the 
Council was a clearer articulation of the 
church's identity today. When the church 
is seen as first and foremost the People of 
God and the Body of Christ, a renewed 
understanding of baptismal identity 
emerges as well. Every ministry of the 
church flows from our baptismal 
covenant. What, then, does it mean to be 
a baptized disciple of Jesus Christ in the 
Catholic Christian church? 

The answer can be found in conciliar and 
post-conciliar documents: evangelization 
and initiation are the responsibility of all 
the baptized (see lumen Gentium and Ad 
Gentes; and Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults). What often was considered the 
work of pastoral leaders is placed 
squarely in the midst of all the baptized. 
To embrace Christian discipleship is to 
assume the responsibilities of evange­
lization and initiation. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
addresses evangelization both explicitly 
and implicitly. Explicitly, the rite speaks 
of the fonnal evangelization that leads to 
first faith (see Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults, n. 4). In this regard, the rite 
understands evangelization as the first 
hearing of the gospel. Note that the text 
of the initiation ritual was published in 
1972, prior to Paul Vi's 1975 encyclical 
on evangelization, Evangelii Nuntiandi. 

Implicitly, however, the RC/A fully 
embraces throughout the vision of evan-

gelization articulated by Paul VI and 
John Paul II (see, for example, Redemp­
toris Missio). This vision highlights the 
broad scope of evangelization-focus on 
conversion, transformation of all dimen­
sions of life, and inclusion of all the 
faithful in the mission of evangelization. 

The primary message of the initiation 
ritual is conversion. Initiation is not 
about membership any more than 
evangelization is about proselytizing. 
Initiation is about discipleship, and the 
language of discipleship is that of 
conversion; every aspect of human life is 
opened to God's transforming love. 
Thus, the entire initiation process is 
driven by the demands of conversion 
and the response of faith. 

Conversion is God's work. We, the 
baptized, have a responsibility to create 
an environment in which catechumens 
can begin to recognize and respond to 
the gracious presence of God. This 
environment of care and hospitality 
provides them with opportunities 10 link 
their life story with the larger story of 
God's gracious activity in hiswry 
(Hebrew and Christian scriptures, 
traditions, etc.). This connection be­
tween personal story and God-story is 
the ongoing task of evangelization for 
the transformation of the world com­
munity. Just as the initiation process 
forms disciples. lhe evangelization proc­
ess deepens that conversion by inviting 
us again and again to allow the God­
story to establish a claim on our life. 

Initiation is one direct fruit of the work 
of evangelization. In fact, we cannot 
have initiation unless there is robust 
evangelization that invites people to 
explore the life of Christian faith. 
Evangelization is an invitation to 

"come and see" what life as a disciple of 
Jesus is like. Initiation provides the 
necessary tools to live this life (catechesis 
based on the word of God, community, 
liturgy, and apostolic work). Ongoing 
evangelization enables the baptized 
member of the community to link his or 
her life with Christian faith. 

Such links deepen the conversion 
experience, leading some to witness 
through service. Often the lifestyle of a 
particular baptized member attracts 
someone to the parish community. A 
dialog opens when the baptized member 
begins to talk about faith in Jesus Christ. 
Such conversations lead to further 
exploration and the invitation is extended 
again. If one says "yes" to that invitation, 
he or she begins the initiation process 
and the church is reborn anew. 

Evangelization and initiation: 
complementary and vital ministries of 
transformation. 

About the author 

Thomas H. Morris is executive director 
of the North American Forum on the 

Catecl,umenate in Falls Cl,urch, 

Virginia. 

This article originally was published in 
the September/October /995 issue of 
Evangelization Update, a bimonthly 
newsletter published by the Paulist 
National Catholic Evangelization 
Association. PNCEA gives permission to 
the purchaser to reproduce this article. 
Pennission is not transferable to any 
other person, parish, or institution. 
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9:00amRCIA 
9:00am &:11:00am 
Children's Rel Ed 

· 10:15am Children's
Liturgy 

6:30pm Jr&:SrHigh 
Rel Ed 

6:30pm Bible 
Srudy 

2 
9:00amRCIA 
9:00am &:11:00am 
Children's Rc:l Ed 
IO: 15am Children's 

Liturgy 
5:00pm Bells 
6:30pm Jr&SrHigh 

Rel Ed 
6:30pm Bible: Study 

9 
9:00amRClA 
9:00am & 11 :OOam 
Chil�'s R el Ed 
10:15am Children's 

Liturg;' 
5:00pm Bc:lls 
6:30pm Jr&SrHigh 

Rc:lEd 
6:30pm Bihlc Studv 

16 

P-ALM SUNDAY 
9:00un RCIA 
I 0: 15 Children's 

Choir 
10:15am Childn:n'fi 

Lilur gy 
6:30pm Bible Study
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Monday Tuesda Wednesday Thursday Saturday 

Because the-In Focus calendar is prepared in 

advance of scheduled events and meetings, please 

check the weekly bulletin to confirm dates and 

times for specific listings. Deadline for the next issue is March 9, 1997. 

9:30am Archives 
11 :OOam Rosary, 

CCNH 
6:30pm Bible Srudy 
7:00pm C.cntcring 

Praya 
7:00pmEVIID 
7:00pm Pro-Life 

3 

11:00am Rosiuy, 
CCNH 

6:30pm Bible Study 
7:00pm Centering 

Prayer 
7:00pm Social 

Action 

10 

11:00am Rosary, 
CCNH 

6:30pm Bible Study 
7:00pm C.c:ntc:ring 

Prayer 

7:00pmEvan 
7:30pm Communal 
Penance, Holy Cross 

17 

11 :OOam Rosary, 
CCNH 

6:30pm Bible Srudy 
7:00pm Centering 

Prayer 

11:00am Rosary, 
CCNH 

6:30pm Bible Srudy 
7:00pm Centering 

Prayer 
OFFICE CLOSED 

l:0OpmGROW 
7:30pm Pen;onnel 

4 

S:OOpmSVDP 
5�:JOpm Meager 

Meal 
5:15pm Childn:n'■ Chuir
6:00pm Rel Ed, URB 
6:30pm Rel E.d.SLJoe
6:45pm Men's BibleSldy 
7:00pmRClA 
7:00pmChoil'

5 

l:OOpmGRO� rlZ� 
7:00pm Exccuuvc 5:Mnm svnP 
Com Parish Council 5:006:��i.i..,., 

7:00pm Financial I s,15pmeu...::.,�Cboir 
AffaiJ:s 6:� Rel Ed. tJRB 6:�q,mRd F.d.SIJoc 7:00pm Fmt �4.'ipn F.vonm11'rlly.,. 

Communion Pm>. • ,=�� Bibl.sldy 
1:�Cbair 

11 

l:O0pmGROW 
7:30pm Communal 
Pcnaru:c, SLPatru:k'.s 

18 

12 
5·00pmSVIlP 
5:00-6-�M"'ra' 

Meal 
5:15"mCluldrm'1 Choir 
6:00pmRd Ed. URJI 
�Re!EdSIJoc Mm'• llibleS1dy 
6:4.�Jffl' F.v,nm, Pni),er 
7:00pm Choir , 
7:3=..0IDJIUIII Pmancc. ' SL?. ' 

i 

l9 

9:30pm Mom'sGroup 10:45 Mass CCNH 
l:OOpm Dis� 5:15pm Stations ?:OOpm Choir 5:30pm Fish Fry 

6 7 

St. Pmiclc's 

Dinner Dance 

1 

8 
1:00pm Disc 10:30 Mass Church Clean up 
6:30pm Building & Care Center Service Project Grounds 
?:OOpm Baptism Prci: 10:45 Mass CCNH
7:00pm Choir 5: 15pm Stations 

5:30pm Fish Fry 

13 14 
9:30pm Mom'sGrm1p 10:30am Mass 
1:00pm Disc Clark-Lindsey 7:00pm Choir 10:45 am Mass 7:00pm Parish 

CCNH Council 
5: 15pm Stations 
5:30pm Fish Fry 

20 21 

15 

22 

l:OOpmGROW S:OOpmSVDP 
, 7:00am Morning . 7:00pm Morning 8:00am 

9:30am Schnla 4:00pm-5:00pm Prayer Prayer MorningPrayer 6:4Spm�n•• 
Individual Btl>l�y 1:00pm Disc 3:00pm Stations of 7:30pm Easter

5:45pm FII'St Comm 
Confession 6 :4Spm Evelli.ng Pr.Iyer Seder Vigil 7:00pm Choir 

7:30pm Llrurgy HOLY 7:00pm-8:00pm HOLY THURSDAY 
SATURDAY Individual Conrcssions 

CC NH - Champaign County Nursing Home 

Rel Ed - Religious Education 

SVDP - St. Vincent DePaul Society 


