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For families visiting or new to St.
Patrick’s, “Where is the restroom?”
may be the first and most pressing
question. But there is more to know
about the church’s help facilities.

EmerEmerEmerEmerEmergencgencgencgencgency telephone:y telephone:y telephone:y telephone:y telephone: Located in
the room to the right as you enter
the church
from Main
Street.
(Press 9
before
entering the
telephone
number.)

DefibrDefibrDefibrDefibrDefibrillator:illator:illator:illator:illator: For use when
someone seems to be having a heart
attack, an Automated External
Defibrillator (AED) is located in the
rear of the church next to the Marian
shrine. Several staff members and
ushers have been trained in its use.

RRRRRestrestrestrestrestrooms:ooms:ooms:ooms:ooms: There are two. One is
to the right as you enter the church
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I’ve been a
member of St.
Patrick’s since I was
born. This fall, I will
be a tenth-grader at
The High School of
St. Thomas More. In
July, I had the
wonderful
opportunity to go to
El Salvador on a
mission trip, and I
have been asked to
write about my
experience for readers of In Focus.

I went with a team from St.
Mary’s Church in Champaign
through the coordination of CEBES
(Christian Base Community of El
Salvador), an organization located in
San Salvador. The St. Mary’s group
has gone for nearly twenty years to
the same five communities—Jimilile,
El Salamo, El Rusio, San Miguelito
and Guachipilin—that make up
Calavera, El Salvador. This year, a

group of seven (two
doctors, a nurse,
two translators, a
teacher, and me)
made up the
delegation, plus two
guides from El
Salvador, with many
village people
accompanying us
from place to place.

We spent about a
day in each village,
arriving in the

afternoon with a welcome ceremony
to greet us. We then celebrated the
Word, ate dinner, went to bed (in a
hammock!), and worked the
following day until it was time to
hike to the next village.

This was a medical mission trip,
so in the morning the doctors and
nurse set up the clinic and gave
consultations to the villagers that
came. They saw about a hundred
people each day, giving them pain

medications, vitamins,
antibiotics, creams,
basically any
treatment that could
have been brought for
them.

I was in the
schools, helping teach
children in grades K-6
about sea creatures
(the lesson the
teachers there had
asked us to teach this
year). Everything was
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“Welcome to Guachipilin!”
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